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at times won from governments pronouncements on policy
couched in fair and noble terms. Whatever the practice in some
of the dependencies, such declarations have soothed the British
conscience and have, at least, set standards and given directives
to those in high responsibility overseas.

Socialist criticism has deepened this stream of humane and
liberal sentiment. It has stressed the nature of capitalist develop-
ment both at home and overseas and has analysed economic
imperialism. If it derives something of this from Marx, it owes
much to the challenging work of J. A. Hobson, H. N. Brailsford,
Sidney Olivier, E. D. Morel, Leonard Woolf, Charles Roden
Buxton, MacGregor Ross, Norman Leys, Frank Horrabin, Leonard
Barnes and many others. They, with workers in the mission
and administrative fields, have created the present "public sense
demanding constructive change and colonial advance.

Britain now enters a new phase of policy in colonial develop-
ment. The conditions existing in the colonies before the war
have vastly changed. The status of the dependencies as imperial
possessions is, in content, changing also. A world emerges
in which areas hitherto treated as "non-adult" must share in
the general life of mankind. Our enlightened self-interest
demands such adjustment as well. The incidence of power poli-
tics and the new alignments make it imperative. Colonial people
who have been disturbed by education and other services, into
whose lives new economic and cultural influences have pene-
trated and who have been touched by the moral and political
forces fermenting in the modern world cannot be insulated
and left alone. Nor will they, themselves, have it so. The back-
ward areas menace the rest of the world if they remain unde-
veloped with low standards of living, with disease rampant
and the people weak and ignorant. In that condition they would
be a continuing cause of friction among the imperial powers.
Their development is necessary for the larger security of the
world; their products and resources are wanted in the outside
world; their low standards depress our higher levels; their
lisease threatens our health; their poverty, prejudices our